A method for training and evaluating the reception of ongoing speech.
The "tracking procedure" is a method to train and evaluate the reception of ongoing speech. A talker and a receiver engage in a dialogue for a designated period of time in which the receiver reports his perception of successive segments of read text and is corrected by the talker until the text is repeated verbatim. Performance is measured in number of words of text repeated correctly per unit of time. The procedure is illustrated by its application to a project for training and evaluating use of a vibrotacile-electrotactile aid to lipreading. Differences between experimental conditions are described over time in terms of absolute words per minute, increment of aided over unaided words-per-minute scores, and percent of normal listening rate. Data from identification tests with syllables, words, and sentences are also presented. Tracking is suggested as an additional procedure for communication training in aural rehabilitation or classroom setting, and for evaluation of other communication systems.